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PROBLEMS IN CHILD BEHAVIOR AND DEVELOPMENT. By Milton E. Senn
and Albert J. Solnit. Philadelphia, Lea & Febiger, 1968. 268 pp. $8.50.
While parents primarily want a pediatrician who is readily available for
and competent in the early recognition and treatment of physical disease,
they increasingly come to the physician not only because of illness but
because they want his guidance in keeping their children healthy. They
wish to discuss with him concerns about problems in child care and
rearing, for example, discipline, sleep and schooling. The pediatrician
must be prepared to recognize and cope with psychologic problems whether
they be concomitants of retardation, epilepsy, congenital anomalies or
brain damage; psycho-physiologic symptoms such as nervousness, head-
ache, abdominal pain, obesity, enuresis or hypochondriasis; problems
associated with age periods such as learning difficulties; or problems that
may arise in relation to adoption, death and divorce. He has the oppor-
tunity to help parents feel more sure about themselves and more satisfied
in their parental role.
This important, exciting and unique book deals effectively with these
aspects of the pediatric clinician's job by presenting systematically in the
area of child behavior and development what Romono (J. Med. Educ.,
1963, 38, 584.) has termed cumulative knowledge, that is, knowledge
that is based on theory or supported by research and that can be trans-
mitted from teacher to student.
The authors have had more thoughtful experience than anyone else in
this country in helping the pediatrician to learn more about himself, his
art, his relation to patients and how he uses this relation to improve the
care given. This book, a distillate of this experience, encompasses both
biomedical and psycho-social considerations in a holistic approach to the
parent and child.
The reader finds himself identifying with the goals and commitments
of the authors, a process which they advise the physician himself to utilize
in his management of parents and children. Respect for the reader also
permeates the book. Rather than chastize him for his shortcomings, the
authors build on the pediatrician's unique strengths while very carefully
indicating the differences between his role and that of the child psychia-
trist and emphasizing his limitations as well as opportunities. The volume
also provides the background, based on the disciplines of human develop-
ment and psychoanalysis, that the pediatrician can use preventively as
well as therapeutically. The format of the book permits the reader both
to anticipate the sequelae of development problems as well as to look
retrospectively at their genesis. This incorporation of a long term longi-
tudinal view into a book on child development represents an admirable
and difficult accomplishment. Another strong feature of the book is its
frequent presentation of principles, mastery of which would permit the
pediatrician to approach problems in child development and behavior in
a comfortable, effective, and helpful manner and to grow professionally
with each such experience. As a minor criticism the reviewer would prefer
these sentences that present principles italicized in the body of the various
paragraphs in which they appear.
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This volume will augment the preceptiveness, skills, and enjoyment of
every pediatrician in his practice. It is a publication which the reader
will return to on many occasions to savor again its wisdom and guidance.
This reviewer enthusiastically endorses this book as required reading for
all pediatricians and for others of the helping professions interested in
child development.
MORRIS GREEN
Department of Pediatrics
Indiana University
School of Medicine
Indianapolis, Indiana
VIROLOGY MONOGRAPHS. Echoviruses, by H. A. Wenner and A. M.
Behbehani. Reoviruses, by L. Rosen. New York, Springer-Verlag, 1968.
107 pp. $7.50.
The goal cited by the editors of Virology Monographs is to publish
"comprehensive and detailed presentation(s) of proven and established
results" in the field of virus research. Volume 1, devoted to echoviruses
and reoviruses, accomplishes this objective admirably. The authors are
eminent authorities with long experience in the field. They have covered
the world literature and the bibliographies contain all of the significant
references dealing with the properties, ecology, clinical aspects, and
natural history of echo- and reoviruses.
The sine qua non of the 30 serotypes of echoviruses is their capacity
to grow in tissue cultures of primate cells and their failure to induce
disease in common laboratory animals. Their discovery came about
accidentally following the introduction of practical tissue culture methods
by Enders, Weller, and Robbins in 1949. These agents are most com-
monly recovered from human fecal specimens. Information concerning
their role in human disease has accumulated over the past 15 years, and
is still being added as new types appear and unexpected clinical associ-
ations are uncovered. Wenner and Behbehani's review puts these features
in perspective as well as providing a complete reference for the micro-
biologist concerned with chemical and physical properties of the echo-
viruses and the details of the replication of these agents. An addendum
brings the coverage up to date through 1967.
The relation of reoviruses to human illness is on less firm ground.
Unlike echoviruses, however, these agents have a wide animal host range.
There is suggestive evidence that they can on rare occasions cause severe
and fatal disseminated disease in man, but by and large human infections
are completely inapparent. Reoviruses are of particular interest in terms
of the remarkably large amount of RNA present in the virion, and its
unusual double-helical configuration. Rosen's discussion of the chemical
and physical properties, virus replication and in vitro behavior of the
reoviruses is presented with admirable clarity and completeness.
The first volume of Virology Monographs sets a high standard. This
book - and others in the series - should constitute valuable reference
works and critical reviews in the field of virology.
DOROTHY M. HORSTMANN
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